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REPLY TO REV. MR. SCOTT. 


sg FORO. yn aieed ea 


-Sir,—Your fourth essay, which according to 
agreement should have been received by us one 
week sooner than it was Sent, is now before the 
public, and hat probably been examined by the 
readers of the Magazine. If you had convinced 
me that your views are correct, | would have 
acknowledged it, and joined with you in sup- 
porting them. My reply to your essay will be 
directed to.its principal particulars, and what I 
suppose you think are its main arguments. 1 


- 


trust | may be brief. As the whole weight of 


your essay rests upon one or two mistakes, into 
which | may suppose you have been led by your 
inattention to the true meaning of scripture lan- 


guage, so it will be an ample and sufficient refu- 


tation to point out those mistakes. After doing 
this I shall notice a few other things which oc- 
eur in the course of your communication. 

Your primary object in the essay under con- 
sideration is to prove that the happiness of man- 
kind in the future state is suspended upon condt- 
tions of obedience rendered in this life. ‘That this 
is your main object is evident from the follow- 
ing considerations. 


cient to shew that eternal life (by which | un- 
derstand you to mean the happiness of man’s fu- 
ture existence) is suspended upon certain condi- 
tions to be performed by us.” Yon state that 
the gospel covenant is a covenant of conditions. 
When you come to prove your point, you endea- 
vor to do it by shewing that, 

1. “Faith is a condition of salvation.” 

2. ‘Repentance is a condition of salvation.” 

3. “Obedience is a condition of salvation.” 
_ 4, You make perseverance a condition of sal- 
tion, because “by apostacy men loose salvation 
and forfeit their title to eternal life.” 

I have here given the life and soul of your 
essay. I have stated your main object, with the 


evidences by which you attempt to prove that | 


man’s happiness in the future state is suspended 
upon conditions of faith, repentance, obedience 
and perseverance in this life. 

Now, Sir, the mistake on which the whole 
weight of your essay resis consists in your sup- 
posing that when the sacred writers speak of 
eteracl life and salvation, they invariably refer to 
the future state. This is a mistake into which 
I]. believe your order generally run. If the 
reader is caused to see that the inspired pen- 
men use the phrases eternal life and salvation 
with reference to the state and circumstances of 
believers in the present existence, he will dis- 
cover that the foundation of your communica- 
tion is all removed, and hence that the sys- 
tem you endeavor to build must fall. 

“1 cannot in this place quote one twentieth 
part of the passages which I should be glad to 
have the reader consider in relation to this sub- 


ject, 


| disciples of C 


You say, in “proving the: 
doctrine of future punishment, it Would be suffi- 


what is brought forward, he will see that the|and faith which men experienced when they 


ground of the objections of our Methodist breth- 
ren is entirely removed. Eternal life and salva- 
tion are those consequences of faith which ten 
receive whenever they have faith. Hence the 
hrist, when they receive. 

SURG cnropuient ori 

It was so in the days of Christ, and itis 
so now. Jesus said to Zaccheus, ‘this; day is 
salvation come to this house.” Luke xix, 9. Je- 
sus did not mean that that house on that day had 
entered the future state. What was the salva- 
tion spoken of? Ans. A present blessigg which 
Zaccheus possessed in consequence of receiving 
Christ. See verse 6. Christ said to the woman, 
“thy faith hath saved thee.” Luke vii. 50. Paul 
says, ‘*Who hath saved us and called us,” &c. 2 
Tim. i.9. Again, “according to his mercy he 
saved us.” Titus iii. 5. Peter says, “The like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now 
save us.” 1 Peter iii. 21. Again, “believing ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation 
of your souls.” 1 Peteri. 8,9. “Unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God.” 1 Cor. i. 18. 
“For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, 
in them that are saved, and in them that perish.” 
2 Cor. ii. 15. ‘The nations of them which are 


» 


3 4 
tron. 


‘saved shall walk in the Jight of it.” Rev. xxi. 24, 


The learned and orthodox Parkhurst. says, 
“Christians are put into a state of salvation, in 
1is present life.” See Op sozo. Salvation stands 
opposed to damnation. If men may be saved, 
they may be damned in this life. If the conse- 
quences of our present faith are in this life, the 
consequences of our present unbelief may be in 
this life also. 

What the sacred writers denominate everlast- 
ing life is also experienced in this state of being. 
*% He that believeth on me,” saith Christ, 
“hath everlasting life.” ‘He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hash 
everlasting life, andshall not come into condem- 
nation, but is passed from death unto life.” John 
vi. 47. y. 24. John says to his brethren, ‘we 
know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren: he that loveth 
not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer; and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him.” 1 John iii. 14,15. Here note, the Chris- 
tians knew they had passed from death unto life ; 
they knew it because they loved one another. — 
What life was this? Ans. That ‘ eternal life’ 


which no one who hated his brother had “abid- | 


What was the situation of those 
who possessed the spirit ofhatred? They were 
destitute of this life: they abode in death A- 
gain, ‘He that hath the Son hath life; and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” i John 
y. 12. The expression to enter into life is synon- 
imous with to enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
or kingdom of God. See Mark ix. compare 
verses 43 and 45 with 47. That men enter the 
kingdom of God here on earth, will not be dis- 
puted. Our Saviour said, “the kingdom of God 
is preached and every man presseth into it.” 
Let it be distinctly understood that salvation 


hot PT 
ing in him. 


But if he will pay a proper attention to| and eternal life were those effects of repentance 


life and’salya-' 


embraced the gospel. What then, have you, 
Sir, proved is suspended upon conditions of faith 
and repentance? Ans. Such blessings as the be- 
liever enjoys in this life, Well, here is your mis- 
take...You thought you hod proved that the welfare of 
man in the future state was suspended on coudition® ~ 
of faith and obedience in this world. But you have 
not done it; nor do any of your arguments affect 
that question. You have not attempted to prove 
that the phrases eternal life and salvation refer 
to the immortality of man, which was of ail 
things most important in relation to the main 
object of your essay. I ask you, Sir, and I de- 
sire you seriously to consider the question, what 
‘have you done towards convincing men who un- 
derstand scripture language, that the destinies 
of man through all succeeding time depend on 
his actions in this life? What have you done to 
shew that either the virtues of this life will be 
rewarded, or the vices of this life punished in 
the immortal state? Iam confident that you 
and your brethren would not write and preach 
as you do, if you gave one half the time to stu- 
dying the scriptures with proper means of un- 
derstanding them that you give to your attempts 
to support a system manifestly not taught in 
them. It is not a custom, Sir, for Universalists 
to embrace the doctrine they believe, until af- 


os 


that these passages are misapplied when used to 
teach the doctrine of punishment without good 
and without end. But being devoted to no sys- 
tem any farther than they believe it to be true, 
they are constantly willing to examine any thing 
which can be said against their views. We, 
therefore, continually feel a strong confidence in 
the doctrine we profess, a confidence which 
makes us zealous in its defence, and equally so 
to detect and expose what we conceive to be 
the prevailing errors of the religious world.— 
Our opponents, in general unacquainted with the 
controversy, and blindly receiving the threaten- 
ings of the Scriptures in the sense given to them 
in the darker ages of the church, whenever 
they contend with us, come zealously blundering 
into contact with the most palpable facts, and 
necessarily meet with chagrin and disappoint- 
ment. This { conceive to be your fate in your 
last attempt. Prepossessed in favor of your sys- 
tem, and reading in the Scriptures that salvation 
and eternal life are the effects of faith, you im- 
mediately conclude that the soul’s destiny hence- 
forth time without end is suspended upon the 
| performance of certain services rendered in this 
\life; when the fact is, that salvation and eternal 
life are blessings which the believer experiences 
‘here. With respect to the opinion that our fate 
‘through eternity is regulated and fixed by our 
‘actions in this life, | have always regarded the 
‘words of the eminent Bishop Newton as very 
pertinent. Thisnotion said he, is ‘without any 
real foundation in Scripture, or in the nature 
‘and reason of things. ‘T’o suppose that a man’s 
|happiness or misery to all eternity should be 
jabsolutely and unchangeably fixed and determin- 
/ed by the uncertain behaviour of a few years in 
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ble and wonatural, than that a man’s mind and 
manners should be completely formed 


fertane and condition should depend altogether | 


wpon his infancy, infancy being much greater | “the great day | ; 
2 i 4 than the | this he saw the earth with trees upon it, and 
heard a voice saying, “hurt not the earth, neith- 
er the sea, nor the trees.” 


ia proportion to the years of this lie, 
whole of his life is to eternity.” See the last 
of his Dissertations. ° 

To return from this brief digression, | would 
observe that the very passages which you quote 
to shew that eternal life and salvation are con- 
ditionally bestowed upon men, are a proof that 
these are the present blessings of faith, and do 
not refer to the future state as rewards of faith 

ossessed here. 

“The Gospel is the power of God unto salya- 
tion to every one thai believeth.” Rom, i. 16. 
“For unto us was the gospel preached as well as 
unto them ; but the word preached did not pro- 
fit them, vot being mixed with faith in them that 
‘heard it.” Heb. iv. 2. Do either of these pas- 
sages prove that the effect of the faith we pos 
sess here is to be received in the future state ? 
"They assert nor imply auy such thing. In fact, 
it is stated that the effect of unbelief was expe- 
rienced at the time unbelief existed. “Lhe 
word preached did not profit them: the passage | 
does not read, shal! not profit them in the future | 
state. These passages prove that what the sa- 
cred scriptures denominate salvation depends, 
on faith, this | grant; but do they prove that | 
the effect of the faith and anbelief which exist 
in this life is reserved to the future state ? They| 
prove no such thing, they refer to no such! 


thing. You say, “Our Lord’s commission to his| found on examination that his document refered 


disciples ought to be allowed to settle this ques- 
tion forever.” 1. wish you would settle it by 

this commission. In my last reply, & brought 
forward the testimooy of Jesus Christ, and 
pointed out wherein you contradicted it. “He 
that believeth and is baptised shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
Mark xvi. 16. Does our Lord’s commission in- 
ferm us, that he who believeth not in this life 
shall in consequence be damned in the next ? 
No. But our Lord does say, “he who believeth 
not its condemned already.” Who contradicts 
him? You say, “These passages are too plain, 
solemn and important to admit of any light criti- 


cism, or cavil; and he that does this, does it at|!ow what you say about the conditionality of eter- | Jesus from heaven. 


the peril of his soul.” = That is, if we examine! 
into your use of scripture, we do it at the peril! 
of our souls. Well, Sir, we should go it at the! 
peril of our bodies and lives, if the clergy pos- 
sessed the power they once had. You do noi} 
frighten me, nor! think, any one else. But) 
suppose this true—suppose he that cavils with! 
our Saviour’s testimony does it at the peril of | 
his soul, whose soul is in danger, yours or mine ? 
Who says the anbeliever is not condemned al-| 


ready? Who transfers this condemnation into! 
another state of being? Not Universalists, 
surely. 


That salvation is a consequence of repentance, | 
I'never denied, so that you need give yourself 
no trouble to prove it. But do you bring.any | 
testimony to prove that the impenitence which | 
has existed on earth, will be punished hereafter? | 
None afall. Then what have you done to your: 
purpose? Look at the passage you quote from | 
Hevelation. “Repent, or else | will come unto! 
thee quickly, and will fight against thee with the, 
sword of my mouth.” Does this prove that the | 
effect » impenitence is in the future state ? No,} 
but on the contrary, it proves itisnot. “I wili| 
come unto thee —(~quickly” !! Let us examin 
another passage you quote. “Alter thy hard. 
ness and impevitent heart, treasurest up unto | 


this life, is 8 supposition even more unreasona-| thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and reve- 


and fash-| ii. 
i is cradle, and that his whole future | state ? What is there which will prove there’ is 
gece pee any state after this? John says, Rev. vi. 17, 
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quoted. But you were very careful 


oy e , oi? ‘ 
lation of the righteous judgment of God.” Rom.| out what would serve to shew that your appli- 
i. 5. What is there suid here abont a future! cation is incorrect. Yousay, “he who cavils 


with and treats lightly the word of God, does it 


the man who in quoting « passage leaves out 
half of it, because he knows it will expose him, 
and shews that he misapplies the word of God? 
The clergy can talk about the peril of people’s 
souls, and the great danger they are in, if they 
do certain things; they can tell of this with 
et they do the same 


sighs and long faces; and yet the ! 
things themacivna ete nothing about their 


of his wrath is come ;” and efter 


What reference 
have any of these things to the subject of future 
punishment ? 

That salvation is connected with obedience I 
donot deny; but have you any where attempt- 


ed to prove that by salvation the sacred writers |,own souls. . Let us q te this. age from Pe- 
do not mean blessings which the bélieving and ter, bringing in what Mr, Scoit left out, ¢/or 
obedient enjoy in this life? ‘Then I must repeat} the time is come that judgment must begin at she 


house of God; and if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them thatobey not the gos- 
pel of God?” Here Peter expressly states thet 
the time of this judgment had then come ; but 


the question | am so often competled to ask, 
whal have you done that you ought to have 
done to support your sentiment? Your whole 
essay, as | lave shewn, being founded on a mis- 
tuke, all your labor is lost. You remind me, Sir, 
of a certain lawyer. His client was to be ar- 
raigned on a charge of theft; and it became his 
duty to go into a neighboring state to obtain evi- 
dence of the man’s innocence. While on the 
way he so far forgot his client’s name as to 
have but a very indistinct idea of it. But he 
found a document however, bearing the most 
abundant proof of a certain person’s honesty, 
and siezing it greedily, he posts back with all 
speed. He gocs into court in a great. bluster, 
absses the justice who committed the manfor 
trial, and tells the jury they must all be non 
compos meatis if they do not see the clearesi 
proof of the man’s innocence. But alas! it is 


consideration, and the reason why he did it each 
reader will see. + 

It is matter of astonishment to me that he 
should bring up this passage at all. Not only 
Universalists, but Methodists themselyes ap- 
ply it solely to the concerns of this life. Mr. 
Scott bas arrayed himself against his owo breth- 
rep, and against the most sensible of them too. 
Their celebrated commentator, Dr. A. Clarke, 
applies the passage. exclusively to temporal 
judgments. | willcopy one of his notes, “dad 
if the righteous scareely be saved.” If it shall 
be with extreme difficulty that the Christians shall 
escape from Jerusalem, when the Roman ar- 
mies shall come against it, with the full commis- 
sion to destroy if, where shall the ungodly and the 
sinner appear? Where shatl the proud Pharisaie 
boaster in his own outside holiness, and the pro- 
Jfligate transgressor of the laws of God, shew 
themselves, as having escaped the divine ven- 
geance? ‘Lhe Christians, though with «difficul- 
iy, did escape every man; but not one of the Jews 


to another person. He proved what judge and 
jury both allowed, that some person was honest, 
bat he.ollered no evidence which affected the 
cause in question. You, Sir, bring forward suf- 
ficient proofof what we do not deny, viz. That 
the blessings of faith, repentance and obedience, 
denominated by the sacred writers elernal life 
and salvation, are inseperably connected with 
the sources trom which they ow, and that we/ where.” betore Mr. Scott brings this passage 
canuot have them without faith, &c. Youthink | against us, let him settle the matter of heresy 
itimpossible that an unbiassed person should | with his own order. 
read what you produce and not be convinced) 2 ‘lhes. i. 7—9* is quoted. It is sufficient to 
that salvation is conditional. But you have got/say in reply to this, that what is recousted in it 
hold of the wrong thiug, dir. Lf we should al-| was to take place at the revelation of the Lard 
Now that this has no refer- 
nal life and salvation, yet after all, the question| ence to the future is evident from the circum- 
whether the happiness of man in his immortal! stance, that whenever our Saviour spoke of his 
existence is suspended upon coaditions of obe- | coming to judge the nations, he in every cuse wus 
dience performed in this lite, remains untouched. | particular to confine that coming to the tune of the 
This mistake which you have made is a proo!| natural lives of the generution then on the earth. 
that you are ignorant of what is taking place}see Mat. x. 23. xvi. 27, 28. xxiv. 29-—34,. 
almost under your own eyes. Read balfour’s| Wark viii. 38. ix. 1. Luke ix. 26, 27. Keader, 
Inquiries, i. Ist Ed. p. 162—166. ii. ihe clergy andoubtedly know these things; but 
p- 299—324. ibey will not give up the application they have 
You say, “this argument,” viz. that in favor| made of these passages so long as they can keep 
of the conditionality of eternal life as depending | a sufficieut number of people ignorant to sup- 
upon Jan and repentance “is strengthened by | port them in their present employment. Wher 
a muititude of testimonies which go to shew}iruth is flashed in their eyes: they will not ac- 
that the disobedient shall not inherit the king- 
dem of God.” Who ever supposed that the dis 


Ist Sid. | 


directly what Jesus hus plaiely stated, 
remarks would be unjust, if they were not true ; 
aud L would by no means have written them, did 
| not sincereiy believe them. And yet these 
clergy teli.us, that we cavil with the scriptures 
at our peril! 


obedient will inherit the kingdom»ol God? You 
dsawrong to insinuate that we believe it. Those 
who have been disobedient may be fitted to en- 
ter it, but no person can enter 
All this you must allow. , 
You quote the words of Peter. “If it first be- 
gin at us, what shail the end be of them that ebey 
not the gospel of God.” 1 Peter iv. 17. 1 re- 
ply, that they suffered a just punishment there 
can be nodoubt. But you produce the passage 
to prove that men will be punished in the future 
state. That it should bave no such reference 
is evident from the passage itself when it is all 
rd 


while disobedient. 


THomas Wuittenore. 
(To be concluded in aur next.) 


To Readers and Correspondents.—The Communica- 


pear as soon as we have room. 


* Those wi.o wish to see this passage fully discussed, 
are dvected to Uuiversalist Magazine, Vol. V. pp. 157, 
161, 165, 169, 


to leave’ 


at the peril of his soul.” What shall we say of — 


Mr. Scott left that part of the passage out of 


escaped, whether found in Jerusalem, or else-- 


knowledge that they see it, aud they will deny 
‘These’ 


tion from Saco, and the Narative from Maldea, shal] ap> | 


| Stee ee 


| 


. 


pews. 
that is,. 


Ow 


wv 


‘Can it be, that death respects the rich or 
noble, or the mighty potentates of the earth, no; 
experience teaches us the contrary. 2d. Does 


death respect the learned, the. wise of this| 


world, and the prudent? no. Does he respect 
the poor or wretched, and make up for their 
wants and hardships which they endure on this 


- earth, by keeping some of his terrors from their 


view ? no—death is no respecter of persons.— 
Well then, it requires us to consider, how death 


can bring good news to some and bad to others. 


It may be you can give the answer, in your own 
mind. Let us bring the subject home to our- 
selyes, and ask our minds the question, if death 
this moment came to either of us, would he 
bring good news or bad news? What would our | 
prospects of eternity be concerning ourselves? | 
Could we render up our account to the Most: 
High and receive the applause of well done good 
and faithfel servants enter you into the joy of 
your Lord? It requires all men, especially those. 
who take upon themselves the great work of 
teaching others, always to feel the. impor-| 
dance of the words ef our Sayiour, “be also 
oer eee ce eae agrragase: 

My dear friend, in relation to the answer a) 
bove, | would just mention, the words of Jesus | 
to Nicodemus, “Except a man be born again, he 
can never enter into heaven. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born 
of the spirit is spirit.” ‘The awful day draws 
nigh when nature shall shrink back, and the 
heavens Shal! be as a scroli,and the nations of 
the dead shall arise andstand before God, &c.—}| 
Awfal it will be, if Jesus does not own as as his} 
brethren: there is no mind that can comprehend | 
the length of a never-ending eternity, avd our 
immortal spirits from the time of our existence 
are to run pafallel to Jehovah’s, the Father and 
Maker of them,—UViessed are we, if we prove 
datiful children and obedient servants, We are 
styled the brethren of Christ if we keep his 
commandments, otherwise he will not own us 
in the presence of his Father and the holy 
angels. 

My dear Sir, I feel my life is short. and no 
doubt but you are nearer the house appointed 
for all the living than you are aware of, We, are 
feliow traveilers to eternity, let us look before 
us, before it is too late—It may be you wili 
make light of this warning, but | feel 1 have 
eased my mind and done my duty to you, which 
I appeal to the searcher of hearts, and may the 
Lord, that God whom yousay you preach, bring 
these words home to each of us, so as we may 
be prepared {o meet death, and not be afraid to 
stand before the bar of God, to render up our 
accounts. ‘IThete isno one accessary to this but 
the writer, and that God whom he serves, and 
it may be you will not know who the writer is | 
until that day, when you and he stands before 
God, Your friend in sincerity. 


oe 
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o the Furegoing. 

nders thanks to the un- 
Ss expressed so much anx- 
Ifare, and informs him, 
in the hands of God and 
ce in divine as in hu- 


Receiving the 
ings pertaining 
views of them 
joyfully re- 


\) 


be frig! at 
scriptures as 


ain is biteuent beHiet —s 
He thinks as he did not ask the advice of his 
unknown friend, he should not have been charged 
with the postage of the letter. He has frequently 
found, that those who profess to be very anx- 
ious about the future welfare of others, will 
give advice or prayers, blessings or curses, or 
any thing else which will cost them nothing. This 
circumstance reminds him of the fable of the 
Clown and the Priest. ‘Vhe former begged a 
shilling of the latter, which the Priest sternly 
refused to give. A penny was then requested. 
The fellow is mad, said the Priest, to think | 
will give away my money at this rate. Please 
then, said the Clown, give me a farthing ; be- 
gone, cried the Priest. But, Rev. Father, con- 
tinued the Clown, give me your blessing. ‘This 
the Priest arose very willingly to give ; but the 
Clown retiring said, no, no, 1 refuse it; had it 
cost you a farthing, you would not bestow it 
upon me. abi | O 


From the ( Providence) Christ. Telescope. 


“Worship the Lord in the beauty of Holiness.”* 
¥ Chron. xvi. 29. 


(Concluded from page 148.) 


We shall therefore pass, 

ll. Lo consider the nature of the worship 
which he requires.’ 

for information upon this interesting subject, 
we are furnished with the sublime instruction 
of the Son of God. They that worship the 
Father, most worship him in spiritand in truth.” 
This is the true.import of what is commanded 
in the language of, our text, to *‘worship the 
Lord in‘the beauty of holiness.” 

‘The worship of the King Eternal, strictly 
speaking, is purely spiritual ; in asmuch as he 
is a divine and all-pervading spiritual essence, 
diffusing his influence through ail the ranks of 
worids and innumerable beings. His worship, 
therefore, must be like his nature, divine and 
spiritual. it consists in the deep reverence and 
adoration of the soul, arising from the contem- 


piation of his works, aud the recognition of his | 


desigas. It is the duty of bowing most devout- 
ily before the majesty of tae hely One, and in 
the spirit of unaffected humility, offering the 
tribute of our sincerest gratitude for the conde- 
scersion of his love and the revelations of his 
mercy. 

The worship which God requires of us, is 
the offering up of the purest aflections of the 
mind and of the heart, and the devout acknow!- 
edgment of our dependence upon his sovereign 
goodness in the biessings of lite, the forgiveness 
of our sins, and the love of eternal beatitude. 
He requires of us to adore him with all the pow- 
ers of the understanding, to love bim with all 


‘\the affections of the soul; to pour out our desires 
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| before him, to serve him with all the alacrity of 


cheerful obedience, and to recount with becom- 
ing gratitude the innumerable favers and mer- 
cies of his hand. 

The offering of gratitude will always rise up 
with acceptance before the throne of infinite 
wisdom and geodness! For it is the ardent re- 
action of a virtuous mind, and is inseparably 
connected with a deep and impressive sense of 
the amiable qualities of the adorable Benefactor 
of the universe, who alone is worthy of the pur- 
est adoration and the highest notes of praise. 

‘The worship of which we have briefly spoken, 
it will be sufficiently evident to all, is purely be- 
tween the individugl and his Maker : That it 
does not necessarily 4n ose exter 

|nal forms of devotion, by which intelligent be- © 
ings approach their Creator in the public as- 
-semblies of the sanctuary. We are nét, how- 
ever, to infer from hence, that the public wor- 
ship of God is a matter of trivial importance : 
‘Fer the inward convictions of the mind, that 
Jehovah is a Being of supreme wisdom, and of 
juniversal and impartial goodness, should be 
‘signified by such outward signs as would tend to 
‘produce a corresponding effect upon the minds 
of such as are still in darkness. To the minds 
ef those, therefore, whose contemplations have 
given birth to such noble and exalted views of 
‘the divine character, and the plan of bis moral 
government, there can be no doubt remaining 
as to the course which reason and duty dictate : 
| Nor is it scarceiy possible to conceive how an 
| intelligent being can solemnly and devoutly adore 
the Creator in his heart, without feeling impel- 
led to adopt such external forms of devotion, as 
would best correspond with the profound adora- 
tion with which be is inspired for the character 
and attributes of that Being. 
Numerous examples might be drawn from 

ively eracles of divive wisdom and truth to 
strengthen and enforce the obvious duty of social 
worship : but a few general remarks must suf- 
fice for this occasion. \. 

The ancient descendants of Israel were often 
assembled to offer the sacrifices of their devo- 
tion to the God of the whole earth, and to listen 
to the instructions of his divine requirements : 
The favored inhabitants of Judea repaired, 
from time to time, to the place where “the ark 
of the covenant”? was seaied, to mingle their 
hearts in the sweets of religious adoration. ‘Che 
|descendants-of the twetve tribes statedly- paid 
|their devotions to the Father of spirits, in the 
temple of Solomon, and that by divine com- 
mand: The august Founder of our holy religion, 
the Mediator of the new and everlasting cove- 
nant assembled with bis disciples and the multi- 
| tude, both in the temple at Jerasalem, and in 
‘the Synagogues of the Jews, for the public and 
|religious services of prayer, instruction and 
| praise. It was also the uniform practice of the 
| Apostles and early believers, to assemble on the 
first day of the week, for the delighttul services 
lof social and evangelical worship, and to min- 
'yle their hearts in prayer, end their’ voices in 
ithe ennobling songs of sentimental gratitude 
\and praise: And to place this important duty 

beyond a reasonable doubt, an eminent servant 

jof our Lord bath left it in charge to the genera- 
{tions that should follow—“forsake not the as- 
sembling of yourselves together, as the manner 
of some is.” 

The few remarks which have been offered 
upon the nature and importance of spiritual and 
social worship, willnaturally suggest to the mind 

|the necessity of faithiulness in the administra- 
tion of the word of life, by him who is appoint 
{ed to communicate religious instraction, aud a 


| 


| 


, 
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corresponding obligation of faithfulness on the} Ip compliance with this divine and ie 
art of those to whom the message of grace 18) requisition, your hearts have been engaged, an 


trected,in their regular attendance on the admin- | your bands employed in erecting this noble and [ Well suppose a contribution is taken, and more money ik 


istration of the same, in (he temple of de vetion. convenient edifice, which has. og pads 
Il. What now remains, is to illustrate the | dedicated to the honor and service of the os 
tance of the duty enjoined in our text,|High God. The abundant success with which 
soared out some of the most essential rea-| your virtuous and laudable efforts have been 
wn Ars which this obligation is founded. crowned, doubtless serves you as a pledge of 
1. Were there no other reasons to be assigned | the divine approbation. 
for the importance of the worship of Deity,! The smiles of Omnipotence and love have 
than the simple fact that God has commanded | rested upon you: and under the shield of Heav- 
us to perform this duty, no reasonable excuse | en's protecting goodness, you are permitted for 
could be urged to justify a neglect on the part) the first time to tread these earthly courts with 
of the creature, to obey: For beings entirely de- praise, and to mingle your voices in the heart- 
pendent upon the Source of their existence, not| cheering sentiments of public devotion. = 
only for life, bat for every enjoyment and bles-| Here, on this consecrated spot, where first 
sing, can recognize no authority which is para-| (he Pilgrim Fathers knelt in holy gratitude to 
mount to that of their Sovereign, on whose] ihe King of kings, and exhaled the first invigo- 
bounty their interest and their happiness are sus-| pating inspirations of the air of liberty in devout 
pended. - and humble thankfulness to that all-protecting 
2. That part of the worship of our Creator! hand, which had safely guided them from the 
which enjoins, the daty of prayer, is essential to] jang of oppression and intolerance, from scenes 
the happiness of man, because of its direct ten-| of persecution and violence, through the perils 
dency to impress us with a sense of the divine| of 4 trackless ocean, directed their way to this 
presence, to promote the virtue of humility, to! they uncultivated wilderness, tamed the rude 
assist the mind in a more perfect approximation |}, ,harity of the savage tribes for their reception, 
toa moral resemblance of the great Divinity, | aided their pious eflorts in planting the sacred 
and to guard the heart against the corrupt influ-| te, of religious liberty, and accepted the fer- 
ence of blind, inordiate desire, and shield us| vent orison of their overflowing hearts for their 
from the unreasonable and degrading vice of personal safety, and the future prosperity, in- 
ingratitude. . , dependence and national glory of their decen- 
3. The worship of God has a powerful influ-| gants, Even here, you are permitted to encir- 
ence to rectify the moral feelings, dissipate the cle the altar of public devotion, and on this de- 
darkness of the mind, enlarge our conceptions| ji¢htfyl eminence, rendered doubly sacred by 
of the wisdom and goodness of God, lighten the | the tears of gratitude and the ardent supplica- 
burden of our toils, alleviate the afflictions of} «554. of your venerated ancestors, to send forth 


The heathen ne’er will get to heaven, 
Unless a contribution’s given. 


wanted—what next is to be done?} _ 4 
Speed the ladies through the town— 
o low, as well as high renown, . 
Request them all in every station 
To give—for tracts are man’s salvation. 
[ Well, and is this all ?—No.—] 
We’ll make those great exertions known, 
And blazon them from town to town ; 
The gifts, and charities we'll fame, 
For half contribute for a name. 
se . 
From the New-York Evening Post. 
The Greck Women’s Appeal to the Ludies 
of America. ' 


Davowens of that happy land 

O’er the far Atlantic wave, 

Where no despot dare command, 

Where oppression finds a grave ; ? 


Listen to the Grecian’s tale! <j" 


Listen to the Grecian’s woes, 
Till thy blossom cheek is pale, 
Till thy sparkling eye o’erflows ! 


By the love you bear your sires— * 
By the love your husbands clain.— 

By the love your sons inspire— 

By your beauteous daughters’ names— | 

By all the charities that rise 

Round your sacred household fires— 

Listen to the orphan’s cries; 

Listen to the widow’s prayers! 


Speak not of the horrid past— 
Husbands, Fathers, Sons were slain ; 


life, strengthen our confidence and encourage 
our hope. 
4. ‘The duty of worshipping our Creator is 


the grateful adoration of your hearts to the 
boundless source of inextinguishable LOVE, to 
heighten and afford additional interest to the 


And now ‘mid winter’s driving blasts, 
Encamped on Attic’s barren plain, 

We perish by pale famine’s hand— 
We die! the feeble and the old! 


not required of us because he needs the servi- 
ces of his creatures, or because he can receive 
any accessions to his essential glory and perfec- 
tions; bat because it is the most ennobling em- | 
ployment of the powers with which we are 
endowed, the most exalted privilege which we 
here enjoy, and a source of the most refined 
enjoyment and happiness in all the journey of life, 
to consecrate our powers and our hearts to him 
in such a manner as to become the joyful instru- 
mer ts of extending the knowledge of his wisdom 
and of his grace, for the encouragement of gen- 
erous affections, for an example to the rising 
eeneration, and for the virtuous refinement of 
the age in which we live. 

5. We are commanded to “‘worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness,” because he has con- 
descended to display his power, manifest bis 
wisdom, and reveal his infinite love to man, in 
the works of creation, in the smiles of his provi- 
dence, in the voice of prophesy, in the gift of | 
his Son, in the gospel of his boundless grace 
and mercy, in the faithful promises of his un- 
changeable purpose to bring the wickedness of] | carey To THE MISSIONARY AND TRACT SOCIETIES. 
the wicked to an end, to destroy the works of| 
the devil, to subdue the moral creation by the 
influence of his jastire and his trath, fo reconcile | = <nnarurssroiy. 
all things to himself by Jesus Christ, to annihi- 
late death by the transcendent glories ofa resur-} Preach men’s commands with free accord, 
rection to immortality, and to engage every | Spread filty million tracts abroad —— 
creature in heaven, on earth, and under the | ‘They shall be say’d who tracts believe, 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that And damn’d, who won't their money give. 
are in them, in offering the sublime ascriptions | T'¢}] all the people that you see, 
of blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, to/‘The Bible’s such a mystery— 
him who filleth the throne of the universe, and} But for the light, that tracts bestow, 
to the Lamb, forever! | They'd to the darkest regions go. 

‘These, my brethren apd my friends, are a few | ; 
of the reasons which may be arged to vindicate} 
the important duty of worshipping the great} 
Creator in the beauty of holiness 


joyous solemnities of this welcome anniversary 
occasion. ; 

Long may you cherish and defend the sacred 
principles of religious freedom, and prove by 
your untiring zeal, your noble titke— Tne pr- 
scenpants of the Pircrims. And as oft as you 
meet within these consecrated walls, may the 
fervent devotions of your hearts rise up with 
acceptance before the throne of the Eternal, 
|and the generations to come, in long and peace- 
|ful succession, realize beneath this spreading 
‘dome, “how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ;” and may 
_converts be multiplied te the faith of the Lord 


Jesus as drops of the morning dew, and ming 


ling in the services of the temple with hearts 
of pious wonder and gratitude, unite to worship 
the Lord, the God of their fathers, in the beau- 
ty of holiness, 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


BY THEIR HUMBLE SERVANT, C. H. 


[ Well, what shall we do for tracts and money?] 


Have monthly meetings—pray—exhort, 
And say, our labors worse than nought— 


We are not warriors who demande— 
We are the hungry and the cold. 


Our star of freedom still is bright ; 
Ov high our christian banner waves; 
Alone, unaided in the fight, 

Still the Turkish power we brave. 
Unyielding is the Grecian’s heart, 
Unshaken by the heathen foe; 

But this alone bas power to daunt-—~ 
His hapless wife and children’s woe! 


See, on yonder rocky height, 

Our famished, shivering, aged stand ; 
They can but raise the feeble prayer, 
They can but lift imploring hands, 
‘Their white locks float on every blast, 
Their trembling forms are bending o'er; 
On you their weeping eyes they cast, 
*Tis you the voice of age implores. 


Long we crouched to tyrants’ power, 
Long we bent the suppliant knee; 
Arose at length the fated hour, 

Hope lit the torch of liberty! 

May each patriot’s heart be cold 

Ere is quenched the sacred fire! 

Ere ’mid Turkish slaves enrolled 
We will mount the funeral pyre ! 


Blood of herdes in our veins, 

Could we live in Moslem chains? 
Faith of christians in our hearts, 
Could we act the sportate’s part? 
Daughters of the brave and free !— 
Daughters of the haly creed! 

Have pity on our misery, 

Our naked, helpless infants feed! 


LIFE OF MURRAY. 
This work, which has been delayed by some unavoaid- 


able circumstances, is now nb ss and will be publsh- 


ed about the first of April ne: 6. All persons holding 
ing subscription papers, that have not made returns are 
requested todo it immediately. 

iko- We are exccedingly in want of money, and 
again request those who are in arrears for the Maga- 
zine, to forward the amount due immediatety. 
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